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" Question me," said the wise king, " for so, it
seems, stands the law ; and I will use what wisdom
has been granted to me in making answer."

The Spirit questions : What is it which helps a
man to keep the soul free from the body, pure and
holy, wise and lofty, rising above the thought of evil
as the crane o'er-tops the reeds ?

The King replies: It is worship, so the holy'
books inform us, and in the end the purified soul is
freed from the body which encumbers it.

The Spirit questions : How can a man come to
the knowledge of God ?

The King replies: By constant study of the
holy books.                                                           ^

The Spirit questions : How can a man enjoy
peace, do well the work entrusted to him, avoid sin,
and keep his spirit meek ?

The King replies: By reading the holy books
and by meditating upon their meaning, by avoiding
slander and cruelty, which sears the soul.

The Spirit questions: Who is it that, having all
the appearance of life, does not live at all ?

The King replies : The man who is blessed with
goods and keeps all for himself, caring not for gods,
or guests, or kindred, or friends.

The Spirit questions : What is that which is
heavier than the world ? What mounts higher than
the clouds ? What flies quicker than the winds ?
What grows quicker than grass ?

The King replies : The love of a mother is more
weighty than the earth. A father's fondness reaches